AP Literature/Composition

Sentence  Combining

Review
Sentence Combining Strategies:

· joining related sentences and sentence parts

· adding words and word groups (phrases)

· adding noun clauses

· adding adjective clauses

· adding adverb clauses

Combining sentences by joining related sentences or sentence parts 
1. Schizophrenia may be caused by vitamin deficiencies. It may also be caused by chemical imbalances in the brain.
2. Many ancient harvest customs have disappeared. Traces of these customs survive in Thanksgiving celebrations.
Combining sentences by adding words and word groups

3. Napoleon's troops were poised. They were poised on the border

4. These apples are among the best in the world. They are grown in Washington's Yakima Valley.

Combining sentences by adding noun clauses

5. How would supplies reach the northern outposts in winter? The Canadian Parliament discussed that.

6. Whether the continent of Atlantis ever existed in unknown. Its existence is what scientists have tried to determine.

Combining sentences by adding adjective clauses

7. Nomad is one of a new breed of robots. The robots are programmed to make some

    decisions.
8. The robot covered over 130 miles of difficult terrain in the Atacama Desert. The Atacama Desert is  one of the driest spots on Earth. 
Combining sentences by adding adverb clauses

9. Ty Cobb's career total of 4,191 hits was a major league record. Pete Rose broke it in 1985.

10.  The moon passes through the Earth's shadow. An lunar eclipse occurs.

Applying Combining Skills
Revise the passage below using the sentence combining skills we have learned. Read through the passage before beginning.

· Create five new sentences.

· Highlight each new sentence.

· Insert a comment box [Control + Alt + C] and identify the strategy you used to combine the sentences.

· Use at least three different sentence combining strategies.

· Not all sentences need to be combined.


Hank Dekker is a sailor. He once sailed from San Francisco to Honolulu in a 25-foot 

sloop. He traveled alone It was unusual because Hank Dekker is not your typical sailor. He is 

blind.  Dekker is a former race-car driver. He began to lose his sight in 1991.  He lost his sight 

from glaucoma.  At first, the loss of vision drove him to despair.  He would sit for hours and 

grieve. Finally, he decided to take charge of his life again.  He stopped feeling sorry for 

himself. He went to work. He taught himself to sail. This was in 2001.  

     
His trip to Honolulu, a 2,095-mile voyage, was a monumental achievement. He wanted 

to show other disabled people something. He wanted to show them that “they can do new 

things, learn to sail, learn a new trade, a new skill.”  He set out on his journey. He was in high 

spirits.  He carried with him a 100-day water supply.  He brought canned and dried food.  He 

also brought special equipment. He did this to compensate for his inability to see. 


Dekker completed his journey successfully. It was a triumph for him. It was also a 

triumph for disabled people everywhere.
