AP Literature/Composition

Producing Effective Writing

Avoiding Empty Sentences – Paragraph Revision

Revise the following paragraph by rewriting or, in some cases, deleting the empty sentences. Not every sentence requires revision.


All options need to be evaluated before you arrive at a decision about college.  You should realize that this decision is the most important one you will ever make. Unfortunately, some students limit their possibilities at the onset of their decision-making process, because they assume attending college immediately upon graduation is mandatory. But that is a mistake. Like all mistakes, it can be corrected. Students should realize that unless other options are considered, they may make a decision without weighing all the possibilities. Many young people, for example, have greatly profited by postponing college for a year after high school. They have always benefited from their decision. A number of them have used their time away from school to experience the workaday world.  Sooner or later, everyone needs to work. Others have spent their time traveling, sometimes visiting friends and relatives in faraway places. The experience that many young people acquire in their year away from school often results in greater self-assurance, which is evident in their increased confidence in their own abilities.
