AP Literature/Composition

Achieving Clarity in Writing

Re-test Practice
Obstacles to Achieving Clarity in Writing

· Sentence parts not together

· Modifiers incorrectly placed or dangling

· Ideas subordinated incorrectly

· Faulty coordination

· Use of weak passive

· Needless shifts in voice, tense, person, and number

Revise each sentence to achieve clarity in writing. Identify the obstacle you've corrected.
1.  The American Medical Association conference will be, everyone hopes, successful.

Everyone hopes, the American Medical Association conference will be successful.


[sentence parts not together / simple predicate and subject complement 



separated]
2.  After swimming laps, oxygen is rapidly transported to the brain..

After an athlete [choose an appropriate noun] swims laps, oxygen is rapidly transported 
to the brain.


[modifiers incorrectly placed or dangling / the prepositional phrase after 



swimming laps has no word that it logically modifies. Add an appropriate noun 


for the phrase to modify.]
3.  The man fell over a rock running along the river.

Running along the river, the man fell over a rock.


[modifiers incorrectly placed or dangling / the participle phrase is placed to 


incorrectly modify rock. The phrase logically modifies man]
4.  Six inches of snow fell, and school was cancelled.

Six inches of snow fell making the roads slick and hazardous. Because of the 
treacherous roads, school was cancelled.


[faulty coordination / faulty coordination occurred because information is 



missing.]
5.  My house plants are not given enough attention by me.

 I do not give my house plants enough attention.


[weak passive / the only verb in the sentence is written in the passive voice 


unnecessarily. It is not a “shift” because there is only one verb.]
6.  Students should turn in their review guides by Monday if you want them back before the
     final.


Students should turn in their review guides by Monday if they want them back before 
the final.



[shift in person / the subject “students” requires a 3rd person pronoun]
7.  Cathy brushed her dog, but no fleas were found.

Cathy brushed her dog, but she found no fleas / but found no fleas.


[shift in voice / the first s/v is written in active voice (Cathy brushed). The s/v of 


the second clause is written in passive voice (were found).]
8.  The closing of the park was reported in the newspapers.

The newspapers reported the closing of the parks.


[weak passive / the sentence has one s/v and it is written in passive voice 


unnecessarily. The sentence tells us “who” reported the closing.]

9. If someone calls, tell them that I'm not at home.


If someone calls, tell him or her that I’m not at home.



[shift in number / someone is a singular indefinite pronoun and them is a plural 


personal pronoun.]
10. The sailboat capsized, nearly drowning the crew.

When the sailboat capsized, the crew nearly drowned. / The crew nearly 

drowned when the sailboat capsized.



[upside-down subordination / in the original sentence, the more important idea 


[the crew nearly drowned] is in a phrase not the independent clause.
